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contd. Frompg.e) NOMINAtion Submission Process

Anyone interested in submitting a

the OQutstanding Outlaw Award, to b
in Washington, D.C., should send an email nomination to Phil Van Alst, Award
Committee Chair, at 178 AHC@proton.me, or submit a letter of nomination

Phi l Van Al st

2147 Tantal us Dri ve

Honol ul u, H I 96813

Cel I : (6870288) | 8&¥Le pay attention to
hours behind the East Coast , 6 dur

Nomination Deadline and Required Information

Al | nomi nations must be received
August 1, either Dby email or |l ette
the following infotgmation about th
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VINH LONG
November 1987

There is no moon over the Mekong Deltz this morning. The sun has
not even started to glow on the eastern horizon. The sprawling
airfield on the northwest edge of the town of Vinh Long is active
but few lights are showing. GI’s are reluctant to use g lot of
light, thinking that it might encourage a Viet Cong who could be
observing from just ocutside the perimeter to lob a2 few mortar
rounds in their direction. The ramp area at the Vinh Long air-
field contains about eighty airceraft, most of them helicopters
assigned to the two assault helicopter companies, the 176th, and
the 114th. The 3300 foot runway,; covered with PSP {"Pierced Steel
Planking”}, bisects the ramp with each unit taking one side. Each
aircraft is parked inside a revetment, constructed of two paral-~
lel walls of PSP filled with sandbags.This prevents a Viet Cong
mortar round from damaging more than one aircraft at a time.

The officergs and enlisted men of 175¢h are going about their
tasks, as assigned during the briefing held about seven hours
earlier. Many of them may have lain in their bunks afterward,
worrying about what might happen today, but now it is time to
prepare for battle and few of them will think about anything but
the business at hand for the next few hours, to do otherwise
would let down their fellow crewmen and themselves.

There are 19 UH-1 helicopters from the 175th scheduled to fiy on
the assault this morning - 12 troop-carrier types {"slicks"”"}
under the leadership of a platoon leader {call sign “OUTLAW
LEAD"}, 5 gunships, led by their platoon leader {"MAVERICK
LEAD" },the maintenance aircraft {"ROADRUNNER" ), and the company
commander ("OUTLAW 6"}. Each aircraft will have a crew of 4-
pilot; co-pilot; crew-chief, and door-gunner, - seventy-six
men, { ®any of then, inciuding the pilots, not yet out out of their
teens, but doing a mans job)}., The time is 0515.

Most of the pilots walk slowly past the operations hootch, carry-
ing f£light helmets, flak vests, weapons, {and an occasional
camera, which will probably not be used if something happens
which they want a picture of}. Some of the door-gunners and crew-
chiefs ride by on a jeep, loaded down with M-§0 machine guns,
ammo and spare machine gun barrels. Pilots can be seen in the
darkness,; clambering up on the cabin rocf of their aircraft.
flashlight in hand, making sure that the rotor system is resady to
fly. Others are peering intc engine comparitments and fuel cells,
insuring that fuel and oil levels are to the top. Everyone wants
to start with an absolutely full fuel load, knowing that the
£flight leaders will not land for fuel until they are nearing fuel
exhaustion and no one wants to have to declare a fuel emergency
and leave the formation, to say nothing of the prospect of an
engine failure over hostile territory.

(Cont. on P
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(Cont. From Pg. 12) ,

Somewhere on the ramp, a crewman hollers for a2 tank-truck for an
aircraft that was missed for re—-fueling. Rotor blades are untisd
from their tie-down at the tail and swung to a peint perpendicu-
lar to the fuselage of the airersaft. Any pilot who neglects to
check his aircraft-thoroughly will soon find other members of his
crew doing it for him {and requesting assignment to another
pilot before the next mission}. The time is 0520.

Todays mission is yet another in a seemingly endless series of
combat assaults in support of the Army of the Republic of South
Vietnam (ARVN). The helicopters from the 175th, together with a
similar number from the 1i4th, across the runway in the darkness,
will fly out to a staging area and pick up ARVN troops, {10 per
aircraft) and insert them in landing zones to do battle with the
ever-elusive Viet Cong. Unfortunately, (or fortunately, depending
on your point of view}, most of the time the VC do not choose to
fight but rather fire a few bursts of machine gun fire from long
range at the helicopters and withdraw, leaving the ARVN troops Lo
turn their "Search and Destroy” mission into an opportunity to
take from the peasants anything of value which is portable.

The problem for the American helicopter crews is that no one is
ever sure when the VC may decide to stand and fight. The Ameri-
cans and the ARVN both know that, if the VC decides to stand and
fight, it is because he is trapped, or he has, for one reason or
ancther, a significant tactical advantage. Those are the times
most ©f the men were thinking about as they lay in their bunks
last night. A UH-1 sitting on the ground unloading troops is a
pPretiy easy target to hit with a machine gun. If they have been
"in-country" very long, most of these young men have seen the
spectacle of a UH-1 wrecked and perhaps burning, leaving that
fast-moving column of black smoke which jet—fuel {(JP-4)} makes

when burning in the open. It is not a sight to be easily forgot-
ten.

By now, all of the crewmen are nearly finished with their pre-
flight tasks. One unlucky crew has discovered & problem with
their aircraft which cannct be repaired in time to make the
scheduled take-off time of 0540, now they must quickly move all
of their gesar to the stand-by aircraft,{reserved for this pUr—-
pose), and hurriedly prepare it for flight. Many spoken and
unspocken curses will be made, changing aircraft at the last
moment is a bad omen to most air crewmen and ne one likes to fly
an aircraft other than "theirs", even though the Company Mainte-
nance Officer insists they are all the same. The time is 0530.

The ramp area begins to grow strangely quiet—- the crew that had
to change aircraft at the last minute is hurrying to complete
their second pre-flight ritual of the morning, most of the others
are already gtrapped intc their seats- waiting.Sometimes, finish-
ing early is not desirable-~ it leaves one with the idea that he
may have forgotten something. It alsoc leaves vou time to think.

(Cont. o

p g}
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(Cont. From pg. 13)

.

With their helmets on, the crewman can hear their aqun bre&thing
au¢ iittlie siss. Ths pilets heve mot yet reached the point in the
Tpre=start sheck whevre the batiery switch is turned on soc the
interphone system is silent. the smell of stale sweat begins to
grow inside their flight helmets as their body heat warms up the
plastic padding inside. This will all guickly dissipste as soon
as the rotor blades begim to turn and the ever—-present rotor wash
swirls through the open windows and doors. Some of the men take
this moment to say a silent prayer, hoping for a safe and suc-
cessful mission this day with every aircraft and crewman un-—
harmed. Others think briefly about their families and girlifriends
back in "The World", trying to fisure out what time it is back

there and what they would be doing if they were there. The time
is 0532,

The pilots all know where Outlaw Lead is rarked. They.are keeping
close track of the time, and watching to see when Outlaw Lead

turns on his bsattery swiich and rotating beacon. Ng gne will
start until after he is running.

The collection of vehicles from the maintenance platoon, as well
&s the armament and refueling sections’ vehicles,; are slowly
leaving the ramp area. Most of the maintenance personnel, {called
"Hangar Rats" by the flight crews), have been working through the
night to get the reguired number of aircraft flyable for todays
mission. As soon as the aircraft depart, they will head for their

bunks to get some sleep before the temperature gets too high. The
time is 0537.

The unlucky crew that had to change azircraft has almost finished
strapping in. Fortunately, they are located towards the rear of
the formation so, even if they are late starting, there is time
for them to take off in the pProper position.The radios in the
operations hootch are being monitored by a young clerk, waiting
for all of departing aircraft, the radio will be monitored until
every aircraft returns or is accounted for. Two guards who nor—
mally walk the ramp area at night have moved to an unoccupied
reveiment on a far corner of the ramp, to escape the whirlwinds
that will be coming soon. The time is 0538.

In 2 revetment on the near corner of the ramp, QOutlaw Leads
beacon light comes on. It reflects on the botteom of the rotor
blades. The slight morning breeze holds them at an extreme angle,
one up, one down, but they will come level as soon as they start
to turn.A faint call "blades clear” can be heard across the ramp
as the platoon leader warns anyone nearby that he is about to
start, The rhythmic snapping sound of the ignitors is heard,
accompanied by the rising whine of the turbine as the 300 amp
starter, powered by a nichol-cadmium battery, strains to get the
T33 L-11 engine turning fast enough to allow the pilot toc make a

safe start. Inside the cockpit, the rilot looks at the gausge

marked "%nl1"in the red glow of the instrument panel, it must read

5
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