
Fall/Winter                            

   Vinh Long Outlaws                                           
Fall/Winter 2025 Newsletter 

 

Vinh Long Out laws Assoc iat ion (VLOA)  

 

3rd./4th.Quarter 2025  The VLOA is a 501(c)(19) nonprofit, tax exempt war veteransô organization. 

National Directorõs Corner 

Byð Jim Donnelly  

    Inside this Issue: 

  National Directors 
Corner. 

Pg.1 

VLOA Treasurers 
Financial report. 

Pg.2 

National Dir. On 
Reunion 2026. 

Pg.3 

Update from our 
webmaster. 

Pg.4 

Report on PTSD 
Seminar. 

Pg.4-
5. 

Pg.6 

Pg.7 

Pg.8-
9 

Road Runnerôs to 
the Rescue. 

Pg.10 

The Back Pewï 
Ernie Isbell. 

Pg.11 

  Vinh Long So. VN  
November 1967. 

Pg.12
-15 

Greetingôs to all the 
175th.Bros & Families. 

Pg.16
-17 

Tim Hostetler-obit. 
Jefferson Air Plane. 

LTC. (Ret) Henry 
D. Lockhart. (obit.) 

    Michael G. 
Madiganï obit. 

                ñwww.vinhlongoutlaws.comò 

Natôl. Museum US 
Army. Unit Tribute. 

Honoring the Out-
law Legacy. 

 

Pg.20 

Pg.21 

Directorôs and Outstand-
ing Outlaw award. 

 Nomination pro-
cess and form. 

   B-Troop 158th. 20 yrs. 
Later. 

 Pg22 

Pg.23 

Pg.18
-19 

Washington, DC. 

 ШШìĲũũЯШċƚШǃŸƨШĦċŰШƚĲĲШƣőĲШŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖШŔƚШĤċĦťШƣőċŰťƚШƣŸШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШƣŸШ
ƣőŔƚШŔƚƚƨĲЮ ШƚШċũƽċǃƚЯШƣőĲШŰĲƽƚũĲƣƣĲƖШŔƚШċШŸŰĲ-ůċŰШƓƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰЯШƣőċŰťƚШ7ŸĤШÉőċƖƓЮШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
ÑőċŰťƚШƣŸШEůŔũŔŸШ ũƻċƖċĬŸШŉŸƖШƣőĲШǯŰĲШċƖƣŔĦũĲШċŰĬШŉŸƖШŔŰŔƣŔċƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШƚƓĲċƖőĲċĬŔŰŊШ
ƣőĲШĲǭŸƖƣШƣŸШőċƻĲШċŰШ§ƨƣũċƽШƨŰŔƣШƓũċƕƨĲШŔŰƚƣċũũĲĬШċƣШÑőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШ~ƨƚĲƨůШŸŉШƣőĲШ
ƖůǃЮ ìőċƣШċШŊƖĲċƣШŔĬĲċШċŰĬШċШƽŸƖƣőǃШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣЮ ШfŉШǃŸƨШĦċŰШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲШƣŸШƣőĲШŉƨŰĬр
ƖċŔƚŔŰŊШĲǭŸƖƣЯШƓũĲċƚĲШĬŸШƚŸЮ ШxĲƣќƚШƚőŸƽШŸƨƖШƓƖŔĬĲШŔŰШŸƨƖШƨŰŔƣШċŰĬШŔƣƚШċĦĦŸůƓũŔƚőр
ůĲŰƣƚШŔŰШШШéŔĲƣŰċůЮ 

   ÑőĲШƖĲƨŰŔŸŰШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШƽŔũũШĤĲШǯŰċũŔǍĲĬШŔŰШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШƣĲŰШĬċǃƚЯШċŰĬШfШőŸƓĲШƣŸШőċƻĲШċũũШ
ƣőĲШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШĦŸŰĦĲƖŰŔŰŊШƣőĲШƖĲƨŰŔŸŰШƓŸƚƣĲĬШŸŰШƣőĲШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲШƽŔƣőШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШŸŰШ
ƣőĲШƖĲŊŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚЮ ШfШċůШċƣƣĲůƓƣŔŰŊШƣŸШťĲĲƓШƣőŔƚШƖĲƨŰŔŸŰШċǭŸƖĬċĤũĲШĬĲƚƓŔƣĲШ
ƣőĲШőŔŊőШĦŸƚƣШŔŰШƣőĲШ?9ШůĲƣƖŸШċƖĲċЮ 

   ÉƓĲċťŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШƖĲƨŰŔŸŰШƽĲШŰĲĲĬШƻŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШċĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШ ŰĬĲƖр
ƚŸŰШÉŔũĲŰƣШ ƨĦƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШƣőĲШΡΜоΡΜШƖċǭũĲЮ ШÑőĲƚĲШƣƽŸШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШċĦĦŸƨŰƣШŉŸƖШċũůŸƚƣШŸƨƖШ
ĲŰƣŔƖĲШŔŰĦŸůĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŰĲǂƣШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚЮ ШÂũĲċƚĲШũĲƣШůĲШťŰŸƽШŔŉШǃŸƨШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШƽŔũũŔŰŊШƣŸШ
ƣċťĲШŸŰШŸŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲƚĲШŉƨŰĬƖċŔƚŔŰŊШĲǭŸƖƣƚЮ  
   EƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊШéx§ ШƽŔƚĲШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШƻĲƖǃШƕƨŔĲƣЯШċƚШŔƣШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШŉŸƖШůŸŰƣőƚЮ ШfШċůШőŸƓŔŰŊШ
ƣőċƣШfШƚĲĲШƚŸůĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШƖĲŰĲƽċũƚШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸůŔŰŊШůŸŰƣőƚЮ ШÑőŸƚĲШŸŉШǃŸƨШƣőċƣШ
ċƖĲШxŔŉĲШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚШfШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШƣőċŰťШǃŸƨШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣЮ ШÑŸШƣőŸƚĲШċŰŰƨċũШШШШШШШШ
ƖĲŰĲƽċũШůĲůĤĲƖƚЯШƽĲШŰĲĲĬШǃŸƨƖШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣЯШƚŸШƓũĲċƚĲШŊĲƣШƣőĲůШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣЮШÑőĲШůĲůр
ĤĲƖƚőŔƓШƣǃƓĲШċŰĬШƓĲƖĦĲŰƣċŊĲƚШċǭĲĦƣШŸƨƖШƣċǂ-ŉƖĲĲШfÅÉШƚƣċƣƨƚЮ ШÉŸЯШŔŉШǃŸƨШĦċŰШƓũĲċƚĲШ
ƖĲŰĲƽШǃŸƨƖШůĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓЮ 

   ìċƖŰŔŰŊгШfƣШũŸŸťƚШũŔťĲШůǃШŸŰũŔŰĲШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣǃШőċƚШĤĲĲŰШőċĦťĲĬЮ ШfШƽŔũũШŰĲƻĲƖШċƚťШǃŸƨШƣŸШ
ŊŸШƣŸШċŰǃШƓċŊĲШŸƖШƚĲŰĬШċŰǃШŉƨŰĬƚШƣŸШċŰǃƽőĲƖĲЮ ШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨШŉŸƖШǃŸƨƖШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШƣŸШƣőŔƚШ
ƓƖŸĤũĲůЮ ШfƣШŔƚШċШƚőċůĲШƣőċƣШƣőŔƚШőċƚШĤĲĦŸůĲШċũũШƣŸŸШĦŸůůŸŰШċШƓƖŸĤũĲůШŉŸƖШċũũШ
ŸŰũŔŰĲШƨƚĲƖƚЮ 

   fШċůШũŸŸťŔŰŊШŉŸƖƽċƖĬШƣŸШƚĲĲŔŰŊШǃŸƨШċũũШŔŰШċШŉĲƽШůŸŰƣőƚЮ ШÉƣċǃШƚċŉĲШċŰĬШƽĲũũШůǃШ
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   Jim Donnelly, National Director. 
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    OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

Jim Donnelly- National Director, 
Virginia Beach, VA. 

Ivan White- Deputy Director                 
French Village, MO. 

James Donnelly, -Sec./Treas.                                 
Virginia Beach, Virginia                    

Bob Sharp, -Newsletter Editor.  
Albert Lea, MN.                        

Phil Van Alst, -Web Master                            
Hauôula, HI. 

Ernest Isbell, -Chaplain                         
Denton, TX.. 

Doug Wilson, -Historian                                    
Cosa Mesa, CA.                         

Ernie Isbell -Mem-At-Lge. (64-65)  
Denton, TX. 

Walter Cieslak- Mem-At-Lge (66-
67)  Darian, WI. 

Eric Ragsdale, Mem-At-Lge (68-
69) Mesa, AZ. 

Pos.Open, Mem-At-Lge (70-71)  

Fred Rosenberg, Mem-At-Lge (72-
75) Leesburg, FL. 

Lorie Hausenfluke M-At-Lge (03-
08)  Hedenheimer,TX.                                

Terry Khachadourian, Distaff Adv.                                                                        
Lilburn, GA. 

Frank Estes. Permanent Advisor 
Ozark, Al. 

Tom Anderson, -Perm.Adv.     
1998-2023) (Deceased) 

Al Iller ïEx. Offico (2000-2002)  
Fayetteville, AR. 

Ernie Isbell, -Ex Officio(2002-
2004) Denton, TX. 

Tim Bisch, -Ex Officio (2004-2006)  
Huntsville, AL  

Joe Clelan, -Ex Officio (2006-2008)    
Mechanicsburg, PA. (deceased) 

Frank Estes,-Ex Officio (2008- 
2010)   Ozark, AL.  

Bob Koonce, -Ex Officio (2010-
2012)Tacoma, WA. 

Angelo Spelios, -Ex Officio (2012-
2014)  Weatherford, TX. 

Larry Jackson, -Ex Officio (2014-
2016)  Hilton Head Island, SC. 

James Donnelly,-Ex Offico (2016-
2019) Virginia Beach, VA.. 

Bert Rice-Ex-Officio (2019-2022) 
Odenton, MD. 

Bob Allen-Ex-Officio (2022-2024) 
Columbus, Ohio. 

VINH LONG OUTLAWS ASSOCIATION               
01/2025 thru 12/31/2025 

    

Balance effective 01/01/2025    $31,156.78 

     

REVENUES:     

Dues - Annual, Life and Patriot Life  $175.00   

Bank Interest  $2.72   

TOTAL REVENUES  $177.72   

EXPENDITURES:     

Newsletter,printing and mailing  ck#1031  $904.31   

Newsletter,printing and mailing  ck#1033  $898.76   

Frank Estes (mailing cost reimbursement) ck# 1032  $30.85   

Jim Donnelly-renew VLOA websites for two years  $247.37   

Jim Donnelly (Blank Acquisition- membership letter w/ 
card) 

 $141.77   

Harlo Media (web update)  $3,200.00   

TOTAL EXPENDITURES YEAR TO DATE  $5,423.06   

CASH BALANCE - as of 12/31/2025    $25,911.44 

      

     

 Dues: - 2025     

Annual Memberships (AM): - 2025     

  $75.00   

Sub-Total  $75.00   

Lifetime Memberships (LM): - 2025     

Dan Maurice Malone  $100.00   

Sub-Total  $100.00   

     

Patriot Lifetime Membership (PLM) - 2025     

     

Sub-Total  $0.00   

     

TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP REVENUES   $175.00   
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   Greetings to one and all. If you are reading this either on our Association web-
site or in print via the VLOA newsletter, it is because someone paid their dues.   
I canôt stress enough how important it is that you support the VLOA through 
your membership dues.  To those current Active Members and to all our Life 
Members I wish to express my sincere thanks to you for your support. 

   In addition, I am always grateful to those who are, have and will volunteer 
their talents to keep the VLOA going and improving.  My special thanks to Bob 
Sharp for his years of tireless labor producing and distributing the VLOA News-
letter.  Hats off to our Deputy Director who doubles as our Web Master Phil 
Wright Van Alst for bringing our website into the present state of technology.       
If you havenôt checked the Website out lately, take a look https://
vinhlongoutlaws.com. 

    I also wish to acknowledge the years of dedicated service to the VLOA by 
Frank Estes who has served in many capacities and often multiple offices at one 
time.  He has been the driving force that has kept the VLOA viable. Frank now 
serves as our Permanent Advisor, and I seek his council often.   

   I found the VLOA by way of the late Tom Anderson. I am not sure anyone 
could love this Association as much as Tom, but it has and will be a big part of 
my life until the end. My life has been made richer by meeting all of you at our 
Roundups.  I am honored to stand among you. 

   As I write this it is nearing September,2025, or one year out from our next 
Round-up/Reunion in the Washington, DC area.  I am in touch with Charley 
Dey the Vice President of Armed Forces Reunions, Inc who is assisting with the 
execution of our 2026 Reunion.  They have been in business for 35 years and 
the VLOA has used them in the past with great success.  It is my hope and goal 
to finalize our excursions by October and be able to provide a detailed look for 
our Reunion soon after that. 

   I am here if I can be of any assistance donôt hesitate to call or email me: 

fbi_jim@hotmail.com, my mobile phone 757-469-8168. 

Stay safe and well,  

Jim Donnelly, National Director. 

https://vinhlongoutlaws.com
https://vinhlongoutlaws.com
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UPDATE FROM YOUR WEBMASTER 
   The new website has been up and running for a while and as the keeper of the web, I love it. 
The old system was less than user friendly and I wasted many hours trying to work with it. 
Thankfully we got approval at the Nashville roundup to upgrade our system / replace it with 
something new. The new system not only is easy to use, itôs also enjoyable. 

   Some of you are having problems signing into the site. The old login doesnôt work. If you 
use the old login, you will get a default. Do not log in with https://www.vinhlongoutlaws.com.   

   The login for the new site is https://vinhlongoutlaws.com. This will take you to our home 
page.  

   Any questions please drop an email to vinh.long.outlaws@gmail.com. Also, please feel free 
to leave a remark in the guestbook section. 

   Until later, stay safe and well and remember ñOutlaws Rule.ò 

Phil Van Alst 

Webmaster 

   A letter from the Editor: 

   Hello. I would like to tell you all about a presentation that I attended a couple of 
day ago in local American Legion Event Center. I am sharing this with you all as I 
know you are all aware of this happening each and every day, but the magnitude 
that it is happening was beyond my wildest imagination! It has been going on 
since the beginning of time and it has been called a long list of different names and 
now they refer it to PTSD. These two gentlemen have written 3 new books on this 
from personal experience. Dr. Steve Lansing and Col. B. Wayne Quist, Ret. 

   The reason I thought to bring this to your attention is this does affect everyone of 
those that have served this country with one or more tours in combat over the 
many years in all the different conflicts/wars all over the world, and it continues 
today and tomorrow. The numbers of suicides from those who served in Vietnam 
are staggering and the numbers of the Gulf War and Afghanistan are unbelievable. 

   This first book is about PTSD and its ancient history. Treating the unique needs 
of those who have served. They have launched a major initiative to translate this 
ñPTSD Bibleò, Veterans in Crisisï Into the Ukrainian language and distribute 
25,000 free copies to disabled Ukrainian soldiers suffering from PTSD and their 
families. Suicide is rampant with the soldiers in the trenches and the families in the 
bomb shelters. These books are free with a donation.                                                 
Please take a look on the next page.                                       (Cont. on Pg. 5.) 

https://www.vinhlongoutlaws.com
https://vinhlongoutlaws.com
mailto:vinh.long.outlaws@gmail.com
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(Cont. from pg. 4) 

                                                     Contributed by Bob Sharp. 
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     Directorsô and Outstanding Outlawôs                               
Award Nominations 

 

Introduction to the VLOA Awards Program 
 

    The VLOA has established an awards program designed to honor individuals 
who have made significant contributions to the organization. Each award recogniz-
es different levels of involvement and achievement, with specific criteria that must 
be met for nomination and selection. 

 

Directorsõ Award 
 

    This is the highest honor the VLOA bestows during any reunion year. The award 
is not required to be presented at every biennial reunion. Only one Directorsô 
Award may be given at a time, with the intent to clearly recognize the single indi-
vidual or couple who has had the greatest impact on the VLOA over an extended 
period.  

    Recipients of the Directorsô Award are members or couples who have offered 
substantial, measurable, and long-term support to the VLOA. This includes contri-
butions of time, energy, and achievements that have significantly advanced the 
goals and mission of the VLOA as a war veteransô not-for-profit organization. 

 

Outstanding Outlaw Award 

  
    This honor is intended for nominees whose contributions, while noteworthy, 
do not reach the level required for the Directorsô Award. The Outstanding Outlaw 
Award may be given to those who have served the VLOA in significant ways, such 
as holding an officer or director position, and who have provided important service 
toward furthering the organizationôs goals, objectives, history documentation, 
member outreach, and the preservation of the VLOA. .                                        

 
 
                                                                                                     (Cont. on Pg.7) 
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(Contd. From pg.6)      Nomination Submission Process  

 
Anyone interested in submitting a nomination for either the Directorsõ Award or 

the Outstanding Outlaw Award, to be presented at this yearõs Outlaws Roundup 

in Washington, D.C., should send an email nomination to Phil Van Alst, Awards 

Committee Chair, at 175th_AHC@proton.me, or submit a letter of nomination 

to: 

 

Phil Van Alst 
2147 Tantalus Drive 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Cell: (808) 372-6728 (please pay attention to time zones if calling. Hawaii is 5 
hours behind the East Coast, 6 during DST.) 

 

Nomination Deadline and Required Information 
    All nominations must be received by the Awards Committee Chair no later than 
August 1, either by email or letter as outlined above. Nominations should include 
the following information about the nomineeôs: 

  Name 
  Address 
  Phone number 

¶ Specifics regarding service in the Outlaws, Mavericks, Bushwhackers, Road 
Runners, Signal Detachment, or associated support organizations. 

    Clear reasons why the nominee deserves the award, such as service to the 
VLOA, contributions to veteransô or civic organizations, and any leadership roles 
or support activities relevant to the nomination.         Thank you. 
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                                                                    Howdy Outlaws!!  

    

     

   How surreal that we find ourselves in 2025.  Twenty years have flown by  
(pun intended) quickly since B Troop (1-158th Avn, Ft. Hood) returned from 
Iraq at the end of January 2005. 
   2005 would wind up being a busy year for the Outlaws, as we re-assimilated 
to life stateside and then deployed for about six weeks in support of Hurricane 
Katrina and Rita recovery efforts, during which we would spend more time in 
the region than any other active-duty unit. 
   I had big intentions of writing something on how 2005 was a momentous year 
for us, but 2025 was a busy year for me, so this will have to suffice. But I want-
ed to mark the occasion at least as we head into 2026. 
   As some of you may know, I had the pleasure of attending the 2024 Outlaw 
Reunion in Nashville, where our fellow Outlaws celebrated the 60th anniver-
sary of their first presence in Vietnam, which happened to be the 20th anniver-
sary of the B Troop Outlaws in Iraq. I was a little nervous to go because I barely 
knew anyone, but I had the BEST time! 
   The coolest part was realizing that once an Outlaw, always an Outlaw ð no 
matter when or where. I met so many extraordinary people and made a ton of 
new friends. I am unsure what I was expecting, but I was blown away by how 
genuinely great this event was, especially by how interesting and accomplished 
our fellow Outlaws are. 
   The best part? Even the families of some of the KIA Outlaws attended. How 
special is that? I even met a bunch of other Outlaw 13's, and that was beyond 
cool! 
   In the Fall of 2026, the next Outlaw Reunion will be in the D.C. area. I hope 
y'all will pencil this in on your calendar and make the time to celebrate the 
bonds of friendship we forged during our time as Outlaws. People are always 
asking me when we should have a reunion. These amazing gents have already 
developed the framework, and all we have to do is ... attend. 
   If y'all have even a fraction of the fun I had attending the Outlaw reunion, 
you'll never miss another one! Hope to see y'all there! 
ð Lori Gaff Hausenfluke (OIF II ð Outlaw 13) Cont. on pg. 9. A must see! 
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Cont. from pg. 8. 

    What an awesome looking group of young men and women carrying on our legacy! 

                                              The Outlaw tradition is living on!  
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   We, the 150th (Roadrunners) were sent to check out the damage to the fuselage 
of this Huey. As we flew to meet the loaded Chinook, there was conversation and 
the idea of having a bed of sandbags set up to rest it on when brought home. Our 
visual assessment was done at a near hover. The photo of this poor crippled Huey 
was taken from ground at time of its return.  
   I have a framed enlargement. I've named it "Hang In There", referring to the 
tail boom, suspended by the cables.  
      I donôt recall this Hueyôs name or number. I've guessed it to be an Outlaw D 
model rather than a Maverick C model. This took place between February 3, 
1968, and February 4, 1969. Sadly, I can't recall the crew, cause of the crash or 
other information.  
      If this photo brings back a memory of the event, please respond to our news-
letter or myself at ---  wrenchard49@gmail.com ---  Thanks  Richard (Lightninô) 
Keltner. 

      Roadrunnerôs to the rescue!! 

mailto:wrenchard49@gmail.com
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The Back Pew  

    Best wishes to all that read this newsletter. Wow! Itôs been a long time since we departed 
Fort Benning and the Air Force MATS carried us to a place called Viet Nam. We arrived at 
Vinh Long in July of 1964 and joined another aviation unit that had gotten there before us.   
Because of their presence the US Army Corp of Engineers had our hoochôs constructed along 
with toilets and sheds to repair aircraft in. They had the Officers and enlisted menôs clubs 
ready to provide us all with good food and drink. 

   In fact, the gunships had a Cobra snake on the nose panel and Bell Helicopter had sent tech 
reps to assist with repairs and they went back to the states and proceeded to build the Cobra 
attack gunship and insisted that the Army name it the Cobra! 

   As it turned out I was sent back to Viet Nam in 1967 and was initially assigned to the Cobra 
unit. I was then promoted to Major and sent to Can Tho Battalion HQ. I was part of helping the 
Vietnamese with the aircraft scheduling. I finished my tour there. My next tour was in        
Germany and soon I was pulled out and sent back to Vietnam for a third tour. I was part of the 
1st. Cavalry Div.  

   Since those many years ago my life has changed immensely. My wife of 60 years, Linda 
Minyard Isbell, passed on Christmas Day three years ago. Recently I have married a wonderful 
lady named Sue. She is the most wonderful lady and spends her time helping me and my 
daughter and when sheôs not doing that, she helps the ladies of our church with everything  
they need. She also is a great cook, and I need to be careful as I donôt need to get bigger!  

   Some of you met my daughter Cheryl Isbell (62) at the Nashville reunion and she is         
continuing to recover and gain her ability to walk and get better. Sue and I take care of her as 
she needs daily care. Your prayers for her and myself are greatly appreciated. Thank you! 

   As you read this, please plan on joining us at this next reunion in D.C. as it may possibly be 
the last one. We plan on being there and meeting with you all. It has always been a wonderful 
time. Make plans to attend! 

   May God Bless you all and look over you and your families as we move on through our lives 
and pray for your friends as we all get older and hopefully wiser. Amen! 

Ernie Isbell: Former Maverick Pilot. 

Section Leader for the Vinh Long Outlaws. 

Vinh Long Outlaws Chaplain. 
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This article was submitted by: Mr. Jim OôNeil.  

Vinh Long Army Airfield, Republic of South Viet Nam. Nov.1967. 


