
 
 

Michael G. Madigan 
March 28, 1938 - November 11, 2025 
Michael G. Madigan, CWO4, USA, Retired, passed away on Veteran's Day, November 11, 2025, at the 
Armed Forces Retirement Home in Gulfport, Mississippi, at the age of 87. Born on March 28, 1938, 
in Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan, to George and Verna (Bennett) Madigan, Mike was an outstanding 
pupil and enthusiastic school ice hockey player at Sault Ste. Marie High School. After graduating in 
June 1956, he worked as a deckhand aboard the iron ore carrier Philip R. Clarke. 
Growing up in "The Soo," Mike worked at his father's Standard Oil gas station and garage, where he 
learned to repair automobiles, a skill he passed on to his children. He met the love of his life, Joan 
Petrilli, in high school, and they enjoyed 55 years of marriage until her passing on November 12, 
2013. Joan is interred at Biloxi National Cemetery, where Mike will soon join her. 
Mike served 25 years in the United States Army, starting as an enlisted engine repair technician in 
Frankfurt, Germany, and later becoming a helicopter pilot. He served two tours in Vietnam, flying 
UH-1 Iroquois helicopters and CH-47 Chinooks. Mike retired as a Chief Warrant Officer 4. 
A committal ceremony with military honors will take place on Friday, December 5, 2025, at 11:00 
a.m. at Biloxi National Cemetery 1 2 3. 
 
 


