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  Outlaw Com-
memorative Coin. 

 Greetings to all Outlaws, Mavericks, Roadrunners and Bushwhackers. 

     It is hard to believe that it is already 2015. I hope that every one of 
you had a Wonderful Christmas holiday and our hope is for a successful 
and fun filled year for 2015.  

   Polly and I spent Christmas with our daughter in Charlotte, NC and 
then on the 26th we celebrated out 50th Wedding Anniversary with  
dinner at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse. The service was exceptional and the 

food was very good. This was one of the items on my bucket list and 
now that is behind me. We drove to Stafford, Virginia for our New 
Year’s celebration with former neighbors and friends. We get together 

every year for this celebration.  

    Polly and I hosted a Dinner Party at our community beach house on 
the 17th of January to complete our Anniversary celebration. Our    
children and siblings joined us from Texas, Colorado, North Carolina 
and Hilton Head along with many friends and neighbors. The highlight 
of the evening was that our children arranged to have our favorite band 
(The Headliners) entertain us with our favorite songs for dancing and 
enjoying the music. Our daughter produced a slide show with pictures  
starting with our wedding in Perryton, Texas and highlighting our   
travels and adventures from 20 years in the Army including Vinh Long 
and Di An, Vietnam,  Fort Wolters, Fort Rucker, Hunter AAF, GA. , 
Fort Knox, KY., Fort Hood, TX., and Alexandria, VA., before retiring at 
Fort Meyers, VA. in 1982. It was quite a journey with many wonderful 
memories and making many friends along the way. 

     It is with sadness that we were informed of the passing of Erline 
Clelan, wife of Joe Clelan on January 8th and CW4(ret) Harold Simp-
son of Alapaha, GA. on November 6, 2014. Let’s keep their families in 

our thoughts and prayers.  
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      I have received a lot of information from hotels and venues of entertainment from Branson, 
MO. The Steering Committee and I will be working hard the next few months to put together a 
reunion that will rival the many outstanding reunions that we have had since we first met in 
Branson in 2000.  

     I have come to the conclusion that we have too many missing or unknown Outlaws,     
Mavericks, Roadrunners and Bushwhackers so I am deputizing  all of our current members of 
the VLOA as members of a posse to round up as many of these folks as we can.  There is a list 
of members in this newsletter that we had contact with in the past but they somehow            
disappeared due to moving or some other reason. Also, many of you may know of someone 
who was in the unit but has not chosen to join us. We could increase our membership           
significantly if each of us would try to locate one person and bring them into the corral.  

     Wishing each and every one of you good health and happiness during the coming year, 

Larry Jackson  

    Polly and Larry celebrating their 50th. 
Wedding Anniversary. Congratulations !!!!!!  

  L/R: Their daughter Katy, Polly, their son 
Greg, and Larry celebrating with the family. 

  

Polly and 
Larry 50 
years ago.  

The effect  
50 years of 
wedded 
bliss can do 
for you!!!!! 

  Polly and our National Director in Washington, DC. 
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         To the Editor: From Outlaw member Ron Alcott. He would like to share this information 

 with the membership about his contact with the Catholic nuns at the orphanage in Vinh Long  

of 50 years ago. He informed me that he and his wife had also met with them in Ireland on 

   vacation. He has been in contact with one of the adopted orphans and her name is Aryn  

Lockhart and with her permission I am publishing these letters. Anyone interested in  

contacting Ron can do so at builtwing@yahoo.com or Aryn at aryn13@aol.com  

 

 

 
  11-17-14 

Cont. on pg.4 

                              News on the Catholic Sisters of the Vinh Long Orphanage. 
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  11-19-14 
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The Back Pew 
By: John Doyle 
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                          Treasurers Report by Chester Voisin  
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  From pg. 6-Treas. Report  

From the Editor:  As we discussed at the re-
union, if you would like the newsletter via-
email would you please send me a short e-m 
msg. to confirm your choice as a lot of folks 
told me verbally and I am sure that I forgot 
some. Thanks again. 



                  PAGE 8 VINH LONG OUTLAWS    OCTOBER-DECEMBER-

Dear VLOA Members, 

   I would like to thank you for contributing to a series of amazing events that have recently taken place in my life, and continue to 
occur.  They have been unexpected occurrences, yet extremely meaningful.  My story started in March 2014 when I received a letter 
from Julie Kink, a lady whom I had never met. The letter started out "Dear Gold Star Family Member". It contained lots of informa-
tion and invited my family and me to the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association reunion to be held the week of July 4 th. 

   I was astonished to receive such a letter.  My father, a member of the 502nd, Lt. Jerry A. Roberts, was killed in action in 1966 when 
I was 15 months old; my brother, Jerry Vance, was only 11 days old.  Daddy's sacrifice was recognized at a couple of medal ceremo-
nies years ago, but I was just a tot then, and certainly have no memory of attending them. To receive an invitation to a military reun-
ion after a lifetime of silence was unprecedented.  I was quite surprised, but very pleased, to be invited. 

   When I received the letter, I started thinking about some of the others whose lives were changed that day, as well.  I began to think 
of the Reuter family.  Capt. Neil Reuter was the pilot and my dad was the co-pilot.  They, along with gunner, William Mayhair, were 
killed in action during the same mission.  I had never met or talked with anyone in the Reuter family before, but I was curious about 
them.  I wondered how their lives had been and wondered if I could even locate them. 

   My curiosity got the better of me, and as a result, I spent a lot of time on the internet doing research.  I searched the Vietnam Wall, 
and then stumbled upon the Virtual Wall of Faces.  On that site, I found that Neil was from Milwaukee, WI.  I then searched a num-
ber of data bases to find phone numbers of Reuters who lived in the area.  After about 30 phone calls, I was able to locate Irene, 
Neil's wife. 

   We talked about an hour and a half. She was not familiar with the VHPA, and had not received any information about the reunion, 
so I mailed her a copy of the letter I had received from Julie.  Irene and I have been corresponding ever since. 

   I learned that she and Neil had four children together.  At the time of Neil's death the children were ages 5, 3, 2, and 1.  She told me 
that her son Chris lived outside of Dayton, OH, and might be interested in attending the reunion. 

   Well, he and his family did indeed attend, and we were able to meet for the first time on the 4th of July, 2014. We spent the day 
together, and ate supper together that evening. 

   The next day—July 5th, we attended a Memorial Service.  Afterwards, we flew in a Huey together. This was the first time I had 
ever flown in a helicopter. It was a real thrill!  However, I must admit that I also felt quite vulnerable. The sensation was akin to be-
ing on the "Tilt-a-Whirl" at the carnival. I sure hoped we were securely fastened into our seats, especially since there were no doors 
to hold us in! 

   The whole experience was absolutely extraordinary and quite bittersweet.  It was even more incredible knowing that we were do-
ing this on the anniversary of our dads' deaths 48 years ago. They were killed in action July 5, 1966! 

   Two weeks later, I had the honor of meeting Neil's widow, Irene, and daughter Linda.  My husband, son, and I had traveled from 
our home in Western Kentucky to Chicago for a doctor's appointment.  Afterwards, we drove to Milwaukee to watch a ballgame.  
When the game was over, we met Irene and Linda at a nice Italian restaurant. I didn't realize it until we got in the car to go back to 
our hotel that we had spent 3 hours together--amazing to spend that much time with complete strangers!  We had never met before, 
but we shared a tragic link in time. Our lives were forever changed by an event that happened long ago. 

   On September 1, 2014, members of my family and I were able to meet 85 year-old Dick Leister at Mt. Soledad, a military             

          The following article is about one of  

our fellow Outlaws, Lt. Jerry A. Roberts. He  

was killed in action on July 5th. 1966 along  

with other Outlaws. This letter was written by  

his daughter, Marti Roberts Lopez, who was a  

baby at that time and this is her story. 
     LT. Jerry                  
A.   Roberts. 

Cont. on pg.9 
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   memorial in San Diego, CA.  Mr. Leister was Neil and Jerry's Commanding Officer during Vietnam, and witnessed 
the events of 7/5/66.  He was not in the Command chopper on that date because this particular operation was supposed 

to be small.  Instead, he was in one of the four Maverick gunships, and directed the operation from that bird. 

     When we met Dick in September, I was touched when he gave me his last remaining neckerchief from his days as Outlaw 6 in 
Vietnam.  In addition, he later mailed me a lighter that my dad had presented to him from the Kitty Hawk Aircraft Carrier.  (Leister, 
my dad, and C.S. Gerhard had been involved in a mission in which they had rescued two Navy pilots who had been forced to bail out 
over dense jungle during a bombing mission.  As a result of this rescue, the Navy invited them to board the Kitty Hawk in apprecia-
tion for their actions.  Leister was unable to go aboard, so my dad brought him the lighter as a souvenir.) 

     My family’s story continued a couple of weeks later when we attended the Vinh Long Outlaws Association (VLOA) Reunion in 

Washington, DC, September 18-22, 2014. We had learned that this was the Unit's 50th Anniversary.  We knew that this would be our 
best, and perhaps only, opportunity to meet some of the men who served with my dad.  We tried to register, but registration was 
closed, so we decided to take a chance anyway.  Mother and I flew to DC and met up with Chris Reuter there.  We hoped we would 
meet men who served with our heroes, even if it was only a chance encounter in the hotel lobby. 
We were not disappointed.  We did, indeed, meet a number of men who remembered both Neil and Jerry.  We have also corre-
sponded with others who were not in attendance at the reunion, but who served with them.  Many were present that fateful July day 
in 1966. 

Reuter, Roberts, Palaby, and Mayhair were flying in the Lead Ship of the first V formation on 7/5/66, all crew members except 
Palaby were KIA on that day. Palaby was WIA,  

Bert Rice--Two tours of Vietnam:  65-66 and 68-69.  He wasn't present during the missions of 7/5/66, as he was nearing the end of 
his tour, and was in the process of passing over his responsibilities to Jerry Hileman.  However, Bert saw Neil between the first and 
second missions on 7/5/66 and spoke to him as Neil drank a cup of coffee.  Bert retired from the Army as Col. 

Carl Milko--In Vietnam 65-66.  He was in the flight class ahead of Jerry.  Carl remembers him from Wolters, Rucker, and VN.  He 
shared a hooch with Jerry.  Carl was on R & R on 7/5/66.  He worked 34 years as a helicopter pilot--power lines, fighting fires, agri-
culture, and timber/logging. 

Cullis Holub—Shared a hooch with Jerry; right across the aisle from him. He flew with Jerry a few times.  On 7/5/66, he was in the 
second Lead Ship, approximately 40 yards behind.  Cullis had one tour in VN:  9/65-9/66. After his three year obligation to the 
Army, he transferred to the Coast Guard, spending 23 years doing Air Sea rescue in helicopters and airplanes.  He retired in 1990 as 
Capt. (equivalent to Army Col.)  

David Smith—Shared a hooch with Jerry.  David was in the trail ship of the second formation on 7/5/66.  He transported the bodies 
to Saigon.  David had two tours in VN; the first:  8/65-8/66.  He retired as Col. after spending nearly 23 years in the Army. 

Irwin Katz—Shared a hooch with Jerry. He had one tour in VN 10/65-10/66.  Irwin had been the "officer of the day" on 7/4/66, so 
he had the next day off.  After his VN tour, he got out of the military.  He started the Chicago Glue Company in 1984. 

Larry Jackson--In VN 6/65-6/66.   He was not in VN on 7/5/66; he had gone home to the States, having just finished his tour a  
couple weeks beforehand.  Jerry was concerned about the effects of the Vietnamese humidity on his stereo and had asked Larry to 
ship it home for him.  When Larry got stateside to do this, he found out that Jerry had been KIA.  Larry was in the Army 20 years, 
retiring in 1985. He then worked for two defense contractors.  He was a Systems Engineer for Mitre Corporation.  Larry also worked 
in national intelligence. 

Curtis “Tex” Fair-Remembered Jerry was a math teacher, and had offered to teach math to Tex.  Curtis was present on 7/5/66 in the 
back seat of a gunship. He served In Vietnam 65-66.  Tex worked for Bell Helicopter after VN; and later built pre-fab tanks with his 
sons. 

David Amason, Gary Blackmon--Both were present on 7/5/66, and were flying in one of the Maverick gunships.  David ate   
breakfast that morning with Gunner Bill Mayhair, who was KIA later that same day. 

Jim Donnelly—Jim was a member of the Outlaws in 1971-1972.  Although he did not know my dad, Jim still “looked after” my 

mom and me at the VLOA Reunion, and made us feel welcome. He was also very kind to send me some great VN pictures from my 
dad’s era in addition to pictures from the reunion. 

Doug Wilson--Served one tour of VN 65-66.  He was present on 7/5/66 flying in one of the Maverick gunships.  He lived in VN in 
1967-1968.  Doug became a tool/die maker.  Doug did not attend the reunion, but has corresponded frequently with me via email, 
and has been a wealth of information. He also sent me some wonderful videos, one of which was from Ft. Wolters, the place of my 
birth. 

From pg. 8 

Cont. on pg. 10 
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Terry McDowell--Signed up with the Army three days after his 18th birthday ("High School to Flight School"    
program).  He got to VN at age 19. On 7/5/66, Terry flew in the number 3 position in the first V formation. After 

VN, he went to Auburn Univ., getting a degree in aviation. He was a commercial pilot-helicopter and fixed wing for a large         
engineering and heavy equipment firm. Terry was in the National Guard, retiring in 1994 as Col.  (Last 4 years active duty.)         
Unbeknownst to us, Terry and his son have been coming to Western Kentucky for 20 years for deer hunting.  My family and I have 
recently had a couple of opportunities to meet him, and we have plans to get together again in the spring.  Terry’s written account 
and his pictures from VN have provided a more complete picture of the events of 7/5/66—certainly more in-depth than anything the 
family ever received officially.   

Larry Mullis-Joined Air Force in 1960, serving 4 years as an enlisted man. He then joined the Army in 1964. Larry served one VN 
tour 8/65-8/66. On the evening of 7/4/66, he and Jerry worked together on reel to reel tapes that were to be sent home.  Larry flew in 
the number 2 position in the first V formation on 7/5/66. After VN, Larry went to Ft. Eustis, VA for the remainder of his obligation; 
he discharged 7/68. Larry joined the National Guard in the fall of '68, later retiring with 22 yrs. as CW4-highest Warrant rank at the 
time. Larry got a job with Piedmont Airlines in '68, continuing until he retired in '92 with US Airways. Larry stayed in aviation, 
teaching for Boeing Flight Safety in Miami, FL for 3 yrs. He retired from flying in 2006. Larry has a ground courier business in High 
Point, NC. 

Bob Lakey--Had already finished college (electrical engineering) when he went to VN 6/66.  After VN, Bob went to grad school, 
studying engineering. He was a flight instructor at Wolters.  He enlisted in the National Guard, retiring in '92 as Lt. Col., and also 
retiring the same year as a civilian electrical engineer with Boeing/McDonald Douglas.    Bob flew in the number 2 position in the 
first V formation. 

John Myhre--Began Air Force ROTC in '60, then became a PFC in the USMC Reserve in '61.  In '65, John received a direct       
appointment as an Army WO.  He served two tours in VN:  66-67 and 71-72.  Capt. Myhre left active duty in 1975, but continued 
flying in the Army Reserves until he retired in 1981.  He was a corporate pilot, and later worked for the Federal Aviation Admini-
stration.  John was at the tower in Vinh Long on 7/5/66.  Because it was only a few kilometers from the LZ, he was witness to the 
events of the fateful mission. 

     Since the VLOA Reunion in DC, I’ve had the opportunity to talk with one of Bill Mayhair’s brothers.  He and all of his siblings 
have plans to travel to KY in the spring to meet our family.   I have also attempted, but have had no luck, in contacting Crew Chief 
Palaby, the only surviving crew member on my dad’s helicopter.  If any of you have his contact information, please pass it along to 
me.  I would also love to talk with other men whom I’ve not yet met, but who served with my dad.  My contact information is as 
follows:  H:  270-235-5329, C:  270-881-0331, email:   kcaz94@hotmail.com.  Likewise, if any of you have memories of Neil 
Reuter, please contact his son Chris, H:  937-427-7781, email: cr492@earthlink.net.  He would love to hear from you. 

     It has been said that “Freedom isn’t free”, and we know that this is certainly true.  It was paid for by the sacrifices of all of you 
dear soldiers who put your lives on the line while defending it.  I am aware that any of you could have lost your lives in service to 
our country; many of you had close calls.  And many of you are still suffering today from the effects of Vietnam.  “Thank you” does 
not seem adequate.  However, I hope that you will accept my sincere gratitude for your service. 

     In addition, I’d like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to all of you who have shared your time with me.  Your memories of my 
dad have become my “memories”, since I never had any of my own. Your photos and mementos have become treasured keepsakes; 

and the camaraderie `that you have extended to my family and me have meant more than words can express.  May God bless each of 
you. 

In Highest Regard,  

Marti Roberts Lopez 

From pg. 9. 

To the left: Standing: 

L/R : Marti Roberts 
Lopez. (daughter) 
and Rita Ezell     
Roberts. (Marti's 
mother) and seated is 
Tex Fair, taken while 
visiting the Viet Nam 
Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, DC. 
September, 2014. 

Below-L/R.  Bill LaChance, Maurice Bradford, Jerry 
Roberts, and Larry Jackson, our National Director. 

mailto:kcaz94@hotmail.com
mailto:cr492@earthlink.net
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                                                        Paraprosdokians  Submitted by: Al Iller 
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     This is the list of “Lost Outlaws” that the National Director mentioned 

in his column. If you have any information on these people, or anyone 
you can remember, please contact any of the VLOA officers or directors. 
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HOW THE VLOA GOT TO WHERE WE ARE ! 

WHERE DOES THE VLOA GO FROM HERE ? 
 

      

 

The 50th Anniversary reunion in the Washington DC area was a major milestone for the Vinh Long Outlaws Association.   50  

years from when the unit arrived in Vinh Long!  A record 132 people attended.   The reunion events and venues were meaningful  

and poignant.  But, we now need to ask the question, “Where do we go from here?” 

     For 17 years, the VLOA has been successful, not only by bringing old soldiers together every two years, but also in having   

created a first-class organization.  We may not have the big visibility of some Viet Nam era organizations.  But we do have a   

 website second to none.   Our Newsletter is a great communicative feature.  We are an IRA approved tax-exempt organization.  

 There is great camaraderie among the membership.   Where we are different is in the fact that by including all ranks as members,  

we continue to honor the bonds of shared hardships crafted so many years ago.  When we walk into our reunion hospitality suite,  

we’re ourselves again, back with those we knew in Vinh Long. 

      The VLOA has been very successful because a lot of our members have volunteered to be part of the force for excellence 
which is the hallmark of the organization. 

     Of course, the reality is that we are, ultimately, a “last man” organization.  However, with continued good leadership and   

  guidance, the VLOA will be able to continue for a number of years into the future.   At this time, there is no way of telling when 

 our last reunion will be.  But, we do know that someday, when our group gets down to the final few, those few will still try to 

   get together to show the love they have for each other and to remember those of us who have gone on before. 

     For a number of years, the VLOA was structured to encompass only those original Outlaws who arrived in Viet Nam in 1964.  

  It soon became obvious that that limitation jeopardized the future of the group.   The VLOA now includes a number of later-year 

 Outlaws, who will be driving force behind the continuation of the organization. 

     Listed below is a chronology of events that have led to the great organization we have today.  Notice the large number of names 

 of those who have come forward to be a part of the growth of the VLOA.  The last item on this list is the beginning of a   

 continuing list of events for the future.   The VLOA needs the continuing participation of ALL Outlaws to carry on the success  

 that this list defines. 

 

1998 

-Eleven old Outlaws and their ladies hold a mini-reunion in Branson, MO. 

-Unanimous decision made to attempt to locate as many old Outlaws as possible. 

-Phone calls begin being made around the US to find old Outlaws 

-First roster established by Al Iller 

 Cont. on pg. 14 

        Submitted by: 

       Tom Anderson 
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Cont. on pg. 15 

 

1999 

       -An ad hoc“ Steering Committee” meets in Pigeon Forge to plan R2K 

-First Newsletter published in May 1999  edited by Tony & Rose Ann Clemente 

-Linda and Ernie Isbell volunteer to be the first Treasurer. 

-Eleven members of the group kick in $500 to set up a treasury and fund the Newsletter 

-Al Iller takes on project of planning an Outlaw reunion. 

-R2K planned as the first, and only, Outlaw reunion.  No further reunions anticipated. 

 

2000 

First VLOA reunion held in Branson, MO   A smashing success!   Al and Marguerite Iller are Coordinators - 112  attendees 

-“Vinh Long Outlaws Association” is selected as the official name for the organization. 

-Steering Committee formalized as basis for VLOA governance 

-Al Iller presented with first Director’s Award 

-Membership cards created for all dues-paying members.  Annual dues only $10 

-Reunion attendees express overwhelming support for further reunions 

-R2K2 is selected as site for San Antonio reunion! 

-Frank Estes assumes Newsletter editor position 

-John Doyle accepts position of permanent VLOA chaplain 

 

2001 

-Steering Committee meets Oct 4-7 at Fort Rucker to coordinate R2K2 events 

-Chuck Wren appointed as new Treasurer 

-VLOA Constitution and By Laws are drafted and forwarded to Steering Committee 

-Nell and Al Moist take on editorship for the VLOA Newsletter 

-Larry Jackson takes over Roster Maintenance 

-Travis Wilson volunteers to set up first web site 

-R2K2 heavily promoted in VLOA Newsletters 

 

From pg. 13 
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Cont. on pg. 16 

2002 

Second VLOA Reunion held in San Antonio – Fantastic success! Dale & Diane Sherrod Coordinators 

-Ernie Isbell elected first National Director 

-Constitution and By Laws approved by membership 

-Life Membership category approved 

-Ray and Shirley Hall take over as Newsletter editors 

-Announcement made that Outlaw unit received Valorous Unit Award in Viet Nam for actions on 4-6 April, 1965 

 

2003 

-Permanent Outlaw granite remembrance monument ordered for placement at Fort Rucker 

-Travis Wilson sets up first VLOA web site. 

 

2004 

Third VLOA Reunion held at Fort Rucker, AL   Frank and Ann Estes coordinators 

-120 attend the 40th Anniversary of the Vinh Long Outlaws 

-Tim Bisch elected National Director 

-By Laws amended to offer membership to all Outlaw year groups 

-Ceremony held to install granite monument honoring Vinh Long Outlaws at Veteran’s Park,  Fort Rucker. 

-Full color Outlaw bronze plaque donated to, and placed in, Fort Rucker Army Aviation Museum with $500  

  VLOA donation to the Museum fund. 

-Nell and Al Moist named VLOA Newsletter editors 

-Outlaw, Maverick, Roadrunner, 28th Signal patches are submitted for copyright approval. 

-“Sanford Hall” (named for Maverick Lead Jack Sanford) and Fort Rucker’s “Outlaw Street” are recognized in    

reunion events. 

-Reunion Silent Auction established as revenue stream for VLOA treasury 

-New Orleans picked as site for 2006 Reunion Roundup 

 

2005 

From pg.14 
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Cont. on pg. 17 

2005 

-Hurricane Katrina erases plans for New Orleans Reunion site. 

-Planning begins for new reunion site in Pigeon Forge, TN (Dollywood!) 

-Outlaw logos and patches approved for VLOA copyright by US Copyright Office.   No restrictions placed on  

     use of logos by VLOA Steering Committee. 

 

2006 

Fourth VLOA reunion held in Pigeon Forge, TN   Coordinated by Tom and Pat Anderson 

-Joe Clelan elected National Director 

-Life membership category established 

-First Reunion 50-50 drawings held 

-Frank Estes assumes editorship of VLOA Newsletter 

-Chuck Wren appointed webmaster 

-Charles Bouton accepts position as VLOA Treasurer 

-Byron Miksch appointed as official Outlaw photographer 

-Bud Allie offers to host next reunion in Las Vegas 

 

2007 

-Bud Allie’s passing requires change of venue for 2006 reunion 

-Joe Clelan offers to host next reunion in Hershey, PA 

-VLOA contributes funds to improve lighted display case in Fort Rucker’s Sanford Hall 

-Frank Estes represents VLOA at dedication of Eagle Flight Monument at Fort Rucker 

 

2008 

Fifth VLOA reunion held in Hershey, PA   coordinated by Joe and Erline Clelan 

-Frank Estes elected National Director 

-VLOA expands membership categories to include Charter-General-Active-Life and Honorary. 

-Constitution amended to include, and encourage, membership from all Outlaw year groups. 

-Expanded Silent Auction brings in needed support for VLOA treasury 

  From pg. 15. 
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Cont. on pg. 18 

-Jim Donnelly named VLOA Historian and begins massive project to collect Outlaw history. 

-VLOA membership approves donation of $1000 to Fisher House 

-Chuck Wren takes over as temporary web master 

 

2009 

-Frank Estes named new web site manager 

-New, expanded and updated web site unveiled. 

-Gaylord Opryland Hotel in Nashville selected as next reunion site. 

-Frank Estes participates in presentation of an Outlaw “Hot LZ” painting to Fort Rucker Aviation museum. 

 

 

2010 

Sixth VLOA reunion held Nashville TN.   Frank and Ann Estes are coordinators. 

-Massive flooding in Nashville requires last minute change in hotel site. 

-Bob Koonce elected National Director 

-Bob Koonce presented Director’s Award 

-IRS approves VLOA as a tax-exempt 501(c)19 organization 

 

2012 

Seventh VLOA reunion held in Savannah GA.    Bob and Laurie Koonce are coordinators 

-Angelo Spelios elected National Director 

-Washington DC area selected for 50th Anniversary Reunion. 

 

2013 

-Planning for 50th Golden Anniversary begins. 

-Letters sent to leading aviation-related corporations seeking corporate sponsorship for 50th Anniversary reunion.   

No responses. 

-Donations are received from number of sources to support 50th Reunion plans 

 

From pg. 16 
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Eighth VLOA “Golden Anniversary” reunion held in Washington DC area                                                 

Tom and Pat Anderson coordinators 

-50 years to the date from when the initial Outlaw unit arrived in Viet Nam 

-Larry Jackson elected National Director 

-All facets of the reunion focused on the Golden Anniversary theme 

-Largest attendance ever with 132 attendees 

-Members lay wreath of remembrance at VN Memorial Wall. 

-Names of all 64 Outlaw KIA’s read aloud at the Memorial 

-Jim Donnelly reports the VLOA History Project now includes 65 GB of data, 12,952 pictures, 1556 document 

pages, 82 audio files and 22 video files !!! 

-Membership approves adding a non-voting distaff member to the Steering Committee.  Emmadell Voisin named 

to the position. 

-Branson MO selected as site of 2016 reunion. 

 So, there are the high points of the history of the VLOA.   Will the VLOA continue on into the future ?   

 That will be the  critical issue to be addressed at the Branson reunion in 2016.   The Steering Committee now has 

several Outlaws from later year groups as members   More will have to step forward if the VLOA is to con-

tinue.   So, prior to Branson, keep asking yourself ….  

 ——————————————- Where Do We Go From Here?—————————————————— 

From pg. 17. 

Outlaw Commemorative Coin 
       In the last Newsletter, I mentioned that a number of people at the reunion asked if they could obtain additional copies of 
the Outlaw Commemorative Coin.   The answer was “yes” if we could generate enough interest, and orders, to order 50       

additional coins.   The manufacturer requires a minimum order of 50. 

Cost for each coin would be $15 plus shipping.  I have inquiries from several Outlaws  to purchase 15 coins, a long way from 
the number needed to place an order. 

      If you are interested, please call me (703-451-4015) or email me at teander@cox.net.  I’ll collect the names and number of 

coins requested from those who contact me.  If we get orders for 50 or more, I’ll notify each of those who have contacted me 

and ask them for payment at that time. 
      The coin is a beautiful, and unique, keepsake.  The black and white image below does not do it justice.   Let me know if you 
want some.    Tom Anderson 

 

 

mailto:teander@cox.net
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     Harold Simpson, CW4 (Ret) Died 6 Nov 14, at his home in Alapaha, Ga., at the age of 78.   Harold grew up on a farm in Alapaha, 
where his father was a share cropper. He enlisted in the U.S. Army at seventeen years of age. and rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant 
before entering flight school at Fort Wolters, TX.,WORWAC Class 64-3W,20 Sep 63 and graduating 16 Jun 64. He was assigned to 
the 11th Air Assault, Ft. Benning, Ga., Joining the newly formed 62nd Avn. Co. (AML). Deployed to Vinh Long, Viet Nam in Sep 
64 and was transferred to the 114th Avn. Co. (AML) where he flew UH-1B gunships in the Cobra platoon. After his tour, he went 
back to Ft. Rucker where he was a gun ship instructor pilot. He was later assigned to the AH-1 Cobra New Equipment Team (NET)  
and was the 13th Army Aviator transitioned into the AH-1 Cobra. Later assignments included transition into fixed wing aircraft, to 
include the U-21A and the CV-2 (C-7A) Caribou. He retired with approximately 38 years of service, to Enterprise, AL. Harold then 
joined the civilian police force at Ft. Rucker, rising to the office of chief of police. 

     Harold was preceded in death by his first wife Erlinda, a few years ago. While on a trip to Alapaha, he met and married his sec-
ond wife Caroline. He sold his house in Enterprise and purchased the same house he grew up in. After major modifications, they 
moved in and lived there until his death. Harold is survived by his lovely wife Caroline, step-daughter Linde, of Bozen, Italy and 
many grand children. 

    Harold and I were classmates and room mates in flight school and life long friends. 

                                                           In Memory of Harold Simpson, CW4(Ret).                                                            

                                                                   By: Angelo Spelios 

                                         Erline V. Clelan  
     (June 26, 1937 - January 8, 2015)  
 Erline Valentine Clelan, age 77 formerly of Mechanicsburg and a resident of the Sarah A. Todd  
 
 Memorial Home for the past two years, passed away Thursday, January 8, 2015. Born June 26, 1937  
 
 in Granville Township, PA, she was the daughter of the late Earl and Ruth (Sheetz) Valentine.  
 
 Erline was a graduate of Burnham High School, Burnham, PA and was a member of St. Mark  
 
 Lutheran Church in Mechanicsburg. She was a former employee of the American Viscose  
 
 Corporation in Lewistown and served as the Senior Center Coordinator for the Cumberland County Senior Adult Center, Director  
 
 of the New Cumberland Senior Adult Center and Program Coordinator of the Mechanicsburg Senior Adult Center. 
  
 Erline was an avid bridge player, a gourmet cook and enjoyed painting and sketching but she found her greatest happiness  
  
 during the time she spent with her family, especially her grandchildren.  
 
  Surviving is her loving husband Col. Joseph R. Clelan, US Army Ret., a son Scott J. Clelan and wife Lori all of Mechanicsburg, 
 
  two daughters Wendy C. Koering and husband Louie of Vineland, NJ and Carrie C.. Celesky and husband Troy of Carlisle, a  
 
 sister Harriet Baracani of Florida as well as 8 grandchildren Jeremy, Kevin, and Sarah Koering, Lydia, Ian and Max Clelan,  
  
 Abigail and Molly Celesky.  
 
     Funeral services will be 11:00 AM Thursday, January 15, 2015 at Malpezzi Funeral Home, Mechanicsburg with viewing  
 
held from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. Burial will take place at Indiantown Gap National Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
 
  may be made in memory of Erline to her church, St. Mark Lutheran Church, 117 West Keller Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.  

                                          In Memory of Erline V. Clelan 

  Angelo Spelios 



Vinh Long Outlaws Association (VLOA) 
Membership Application/Renewal Form 

 Memberships in the VLOA is open to any person of any rank who served with any lineage unit known as the “Outlaws” (and 

“Mavericks” armed platoon) or any affiliated unit at any time between August 1964 and the present.  These units include the 62nd Aviation Com-
pany, A Company 502nd Aviation Battalion, 175th Aviation Company, B Troop 1-158th Aviation Regiment (Iraq), 150th Transportation Detachment 
(“Roadrunners”), 28th Signal Detachment, and 25th Infantry Division’s “door gunners.”  
 Active (with vote) or Associate (without vote) Membership is $25.00 annually, payable each January.  A Lifetime Membership (with 
vote) is a $100.00 one-time fee.  A Lifetime Associate Membership (without vote) for spouses is available for a $100 one-time fee.  Higher levels 
of Lifetime Memberships are available; contact the National Director at: jackson3605@roadrunner.com.  To pay initial or renewal membership 
dues for this calendar year, please complete and forward this form, with dues payment, to: 

                     VLOA; c/o Chester Voisin, 1657 Dr. Beatrous Road, Theriot, LA 70397. 
 
First Name _____________________________ MI_______ Nickname ____________________ Last Name ____________________________ 

Telephone # (home) _________________________ (work) _______________________ Spouse’s Name_______________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________ City __________________________ State _______ ZIP________________ 

Rank (while assigned to unit) _________________________E-Mail address _____________________________________________________ 

Dates assigned in Outlaws/attachments (Mo/Yr to Mo/Yr) ______________________________ to ___________________________________ 

Unit/plt/sect/position __________________________________________________ Radio Call sign __________________________________  

• Please initiate_____or renew_____my Active_____ Associate_____ VLOA membership.  Make $25.00 check payable to VLOA. 
• Please initiate my Lifetime_____ Lifetime Associate_____ VLOA membership.  Make $100.00 check payable to VLOA. 
_____ Please do not renew my VLOA membership, but keep my name on the VLOA roster.   
_____I know a former Outlaw/Maverick/Roadrunner or other affiliated unit member and have indicated his/her name, address, and phone number 
on this form. 
 
Comments: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vinh Long Outlaws Association (VLOA) 
c/o Robert J. Sharp, Editor. 
17489 US Hwy. 65 
Albert Lea, Minnesota. 56007 
handybobsharp@gmail.com 

   Winter-2014 


